
US ADULT SOCCER POLICY ON DIRECT AFFILIATION OF A STATE LEAGUE 

This Policy will outline the procedures for the Direct Affiliation of a league that is engaged by the USASA National Office or a league that, after reasonable efforts to resolve any disputes between the league and the state association, refuses to register with the State Association where they are located and specifically requests direct affiliation.

1. The USASA National Office will have the League complete a formal application, including number of teams, and players, league bylaws and rules, schedule, financial information, governance structure, and contact information.

2. The USASA National Office would ensure SafeSport compliance, such as minors playing on adult teams. USASA will be considered the organization member for purposes of USSF 531-9 on misconduct towards game officials. 

3. The USASA National Office will provide this information to the relevant State Association and arrange for a discussion on membership in USASA. If there is no State Association, the National Office with approval by the USASA NBOD, will affiliate the League.

4. 	The Applicant will be encouraged to join the State Association where they are located, and the National Office will assist the State Association with the registration of the teams and leagues, if needed.

5. 	If the Applicant declines to join the State Association but wishes to join US Adult Soccer as an affiliated league, the USASA National Office will affiliate the League under the following guidelines.
A)	The State Association shall be notified within ten days of a request by a League to directly affiliate with US Adult Soccer and the Direct Affiliation of the League shall be under the terms and conditions stated in this policy,
B)	Registration fees shall be equal to the Registration fees collected by the member State Association,
C) 	The USASA National Office will retain the appropriate USASA player fee and any required administrative fee and forward the balance to the State Association,
D) 	Players registered under this Direct Affiliation policy shall be added to the State Association’s total for USASA and US Soccer AGM and Regional meeting voting purposes,
E)	State Association shall retain all authority granted by US Soccer to manage the referee program,
F)	USASA National Office will provide the League and State Association a list of all teams and players registered by this program and State Association is encouraged to communicate with the League,
H)	The State Association is encouraged to invite all Direct Affiliation players and teams to participate in State Association programs, competitions, and coaching and referee courses. The State Association may charge a reasonable fee for participation in above stated programs,
I)	If a State Association has a National Cup Competition, all teams in the Direct Affiliation League will be eligible to enter the Competition.



6. After a period of two years, the USASA National Office will review each direct affiliation for the opportunity to register directly with the applicable state association.


