203 USASA Committees
203.1 USASA may establish committees that will assist in the administration of activities, programs and events of USASA.
203.2 Appointments to Committees – see the USASA Bylaws for information about the appointment process.
203.2.1 Within 30 days of any individual appointment, the USASA website shall be updated to reflect the current membership of each Committee. 
203.3 Responsibilities and Terms of Committees	 
203.3.1 Committees may not prescribe Policies or enforce existing Policies without the express prior approval of the Board of Directors.
203.3.2 The Board of Directors may grant a committee the power to enforce specific Policies or Bylaws, recommend Policies or Bylaws for consideration by the Board and/or expend USASA funds in accordance with an approved budget and within purposes and limits specified by the Board.
203.3.3 For special committees established for a specific purpose (such as a task force or ad hoc committee), members may continue until that purpose has been fulfilled or the committee ceases to exist. 
203.3.4 A committee member may be replaced at any time. Removal of any committee member may be recommended by the President and must be approved by the Board of Directors.  Notification in writing of any removal shall be provided by the President in a timely manner. 
203.4 Committee Reports
203.4.1 Committee Chairs are responsible for providing a written annual report to be published in the materials provided to the National Council for the Annual General Meeting.  Committee reports shall also be published on the USASA website unless the Board of Directors prohibits such publication.
203.4.2 The Board of Directors may call for more frequent reports from a particular Committee.
203.4.3 The Executive Director shall assist Committee Chairs with the process for publishing Committee reports.
203.5 USASA may have has the following committees: 
203.5.1 National Executive Committee
203.5.2 Appeals Committee 
203.5.3 Budget & Finance Committee
203.5.4 Finance Committee 
203.5.5 Credentials Committee 
203.5.6 Rules Committee 
203.5.7 Governance Committee 
203.5.8 Nominating Committee
203.5.9 Hall of Fame Committee
203.5.10 Referee Committee
203.6 Appeals Committee 
203.6.1 The Appeals Committee is responsible for considering and deciding appeals pertaining to the Bylaws, Policies, rules and procedures of USASA and its members, except as otherwise provided by the Federation.
203.6.2 . 
203.6.3 All avenues of appeal must be exhausted at all levels below the Appeals Committee before the Appeals Committee will consider the appeal. 
203.6.4 The Appeals Committee shall only consider appeals from decisions of Organization Members, Individual Members and Affiliates of USASA. 
203.6.5 . 
203.6.6 No member of the Appeals Committee shall participate in any other level of appeal or discipline.
203.7 Budget and Finance Committee 
203.7.1 Shall review the annual operating budget that is proposed by the Board of Directors.  The committee may make recommendations to the Board of Directors after their review.
203.7.2 Shall present the budget to the USASA National Board of Directors and the National Council for approval.
203.7.3 Shall ensure that an annual financial report is developed and provided to the Board of Directors, National Council and the independent auditing firm.
203.7.4 Shall set long-range financial and investment goals for consideration by the Board of Directors.
203.7.5 The Committee shall provide reports at least quarterly to the USASA Board and an annual report to the USASA National Council on the USASA Investment Fund’s performance.  The Committee shall also provide advice to the Board regarding investment strategy, the performance of the Investment Managers and other issues related to the Investment Fund.  
203.7.6 Shall ensure that USASA complies with its Investment Policy. 
203.8 Credentials Committee
203.8.1 The Credentials Committee shall establish a uniform procedure for determining whether a voting member is in good standing, and for submitting and certifying eligible votes at National Council meetings. 
203.8.2 In the event of a dispute regarding the eligibility of a particular individual to serve as a National Council Delegate, the Credentials Committee shall evaluate the circumstances and make a report and nonbinding recommendation to the National Council.  The  National Council shall have the authority to decide the issue. 
203.8.3 Record and check the authenticity of votes cast at National Council meetings. 
203.9 Rules Committee
203.9.1 The Rules Committee shall review all proposals involving changes to the USASA Articles of Incorporation, Bylaws and Policies.  After careful consideration, the Committee shall forward the amendments and/or changes to the Board of Directors and the National Council with its recommendation to adopt or reject each proposal. 
203.9.2 Time the receipt of proposals and subsequent distribution to members as provided by USASA Bylaws. 
203.9.3 Propose normal housekeeping amendments to USASA Bylaws and ensure that all applicants for Association membership be informed of membership requirements and any changes necessary to bring their application documents into compliance with USASA Bylaws, rules, policies or procedures. 
203.9.4 Propose amendments to these Bylaws subject to the Bylaw requiring advance notice to members of the National Council. 
203.9.5 Keep the Federation Rules Committee, the President of USASA, and the Board of Directors updated about proposed Bylaw amendments. 
203.9.6 Assist the Board of Directors in the interpretation and adoption of Bylaws, policies and rules as requested. 

203.10 Governance Committee
203.10.1 The Governance Committee shall engage in an on-going review of all USASA Bylaws and Policies, and suggest revisions in accordance with best practices for non-profit corporations. 
203.10.2 Propose amendments to the Bylaws and Policies of USASA that provide necessary structures and rules that permit the organization to attain its stated goals of growth, efficiency and inclusion.
203.10.3 Submit to the Board annually an evaluation of the conformance of Bylaws, Policies and rules with the strategic goals of USASA.
203.11 Nominating Committee 
203.11.1 The Nominating Committee is responsible for identifying, evaluating and recommending qualified candidates for the position of Independent Director. The Committee shall conduct appropriate and necessary inquiries into the backgrounds and qualifications of 	possible candidates, and recommend to the National Council, no later than 30 days in advance of the AGM, names of qualified persons to be nominated for election or re-election. 
203.11.2 Nominations and applications for Independent Director candidates must be submitted to the Nominating Committee, no later than 90 days prior to the respective AGM, for consideration.
203.12 Referee Committee
203.12.1 Arranges for the assignment of referees for games and competitions managed by a USASA Competition Committee.
203.12.2 Provides input to the Referee Department of U.S. Soccer regarding the development of grassroots referees for the adult game.
203.13 Hall of Fame Committee
203.13.1 USASA shall have a Hall of Fame Committee, which shall solicit nominations and recommend to the USASA Board of Directors the selection of those individuals whose distinguished service to the USASA makes them eligible for induction into the United States Adult Soccer Association’s Hall of Fame. The Committee shall use the criteria described elsewhere in the Policy Manual when making its recommendation(s).
203.13.2 The Committee, with assistance from USASA staff, shall manage the induction process for each annual Hall of Fame ceremony.
203.13.3 The Committee shall consist of a Chairperson plus eight members (two from each region).  The Chairperson of the Committee is appointed for a two-year term by the President of USASA, subject to the approval of the Board of Directors. The Chairperson shall be appointed in even-numbered years following the Annual General Meeting and shall be chosen from among the current members of the United States Adult Soccer Association’s Hall of Fame.
203.13.4 The Committee shall also include eight additional members consisting of two members from each Region who shall serve two calendar year terms elected by a vote of that Region’s respective USASA Hall of Fame members.  In even numbered years, four of these eight members shall be elected, one from each Region.  In odd numbered years the other four members shall be elected, also one from each Region. All committee members elected under this subsection are subject to approval by the Board of Directors.
203.13.5 For purposes of nomination and voting for Committee members, a person’s Region is the Region in which they resided at the time they were inducted into the Hall of Fame.
203.13.6 Each Regional election shall be run by the current Committee member(s) from that Region who is not a candidate in that election.
203.13.7 Elections shall be conducted in December of each year. The candidate with the plurality of votes for each position shall be elected for a term beginning in January of the following year.  In the case of a tie, the NBOD shall choose between the tied candidates.
203.13.8 Candidates for the Committee may be nominated by any USASA member, including any member of the Hall of Fame. Each candidate shall be asked to consent to being on the ballot.
203.13.9 In the unlikely event that no current Hall of Fame member can be found from a particular Region to serve on the Committee, a current Hall of Fame member from another Region may be elected to serve instead.
203.13.10 In the event of an unexpected vacancy among one of the eight additional Committee members, the Committee Chairperson shall nominate a Hall of Fame member from the appropriate Region to fill the remainder of the term of the vacancy with approval from the Committee.
203.14   Competition Committees 
USASA may form committees for USASA National Cups, tournaments, and other competitions.  Such a Committee shall assist with the planning and management of the particular competition.

